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THE OPERATIONS OF THE 9TH INFANTRY DIVISION IN THE
HURTGEN FOREST, 13 SEPTEMBER = 27 OCTOBER 1944
(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)

ORIENTATION .

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operations of the 9th U. S.
Infantry Division as & part of the VII Corpa, First U, S.
Army. (See Map 4) The period of action covered 13 September =
27 October, deals primarily-with that actlion which occurred
in the HURTGEN FOREST, |

It is felt that the reader should be familier with the
major tactical actions which took place prior to the perilod
mentioned in the preceding paragraph. '

The #ateran 9th Division participated with distinction
in the campaigns for NORTH AFRICA, TUNISIA and SICILY. (1)
Following thesé victories the Division was shipped to ENGLAND
for addiltional training and the channel invasion which was

to follow, (2) On 10 June 1944 =-- D plus four, elements of
the 9th Division as a part of VII Corps, Firsgt United States
Army landed et UTAH BEACH, on the coast of FRANCE,

This action was in turn followed by the cutting of the
COTENTIN PENINSULA, 16~19 June and the sapture of CHERBOURG
20=25 June 1944, July lst marked the end of the COTENTIN
PENINSULA action,

quever the end of one aétion seemed to be merely the
signal for another phase of combat to begin and during the
month of July, the 9th Division experienced it's first large.
scale attack by the enam&, since landing on the continent of

(l) A-l, p. 51’ 79‘ 125
(2) "1’ P 14‘?




EUROPE. Following this action, the 9th Division broke out
of NORMANDY, moved across FRANCE end into BELGTUM on 2 Sepew
tember 1944, (3) |

The crossing of the MEUSE RIVER proved to be an extremew
1y costly operation in terms of men and material. The Gere
moans well realized that the MEUSE RIVER was their last natural
.defense barrier in front of the SIEGFRIED LINEB, The crosaing
of the MEUSE RIVER was coﬁpletod S September and the 9th
moved on in pursuit of the enemy, who was rapidly withdrawing
into the SIEGFRIED LINE. (4)

- After participating in three major campaigns within a
period of three months and advancing again#f enemy oppeoaition
for a distance of approximately six hundred miles, the 9th
Division was in a position to breach the SIEGFRIED LIﬁE and

in turn meet the enemy on his own ground,

TEE GENERAL SITUATION

September 13, 1944, marked the beginning of the Battle
for Germeny. On this date the VIT Corps as part of the First
United States Army was generally disposed with divisions a-
breast, along the Germsn border. (See Map B)

The lst Divislon was pretectiﬁg the VII Corp's 1§ft
flank in the vicinilty of AACHEN, (5)

The 3d Armored Division on the right of the lat Divie
sion, drove through WALHEIM and was slightly northeast of
this clty. (6) H——Mf‘ _

The 9%th Divlsion, on the right of the 3d Armored Divie

sion, had been moving in the direction of DUREN, and on 13

Is) &'I: p.m
(4) A=l, p. 227
(6) A=2, p. 48




September the Division moved up to the general line ROTGEN-
REINARTZHOF-CAMP ELSENBORK., The 9th Diviaion was facing
MONSCHAV from a distance of approximately three miles, (7)

The 4th Cavalry Group, located on the right of the 9th
Divislon, protected the right flank of the VII GorpaQ

The initial plsn of maneuver (13 September) for the VII
Corps was to force & gap in the Germen lines south of AACHEN,
AACHEN would then be bypassed, and in turn cut off from the
rear by means of & thrust northeast, the final gosl of the
VII Corps would then be the ROER DAMS. (8)

To sccomplish this plan the lst Division was gliven the
-mission of cutting the roaeds and reilroeds which were a meens
of supplying AACHEN from the east and northeast, (9)

The 34 Armored Division was to attack with it's objectw
ive being STOLBERG, (10) | |

The 9th Division was given the misslon of launching it's
attack in the direction of DUREN., In order to do thls the
extensive positions of the SIEGFRIED LINE within the HURTGEN
FOREST would have to be.overcoma. This unknown elembnt was
to develop into a problem of ilmmeasurable proportions. (11)

~. The 4th Cavalry Group‘'was to protect the right flank of
the VII Corps, malntain contact wiﬁh the 9th Divislon on the
left and the\?wcorpa on the right, The CGroup was als0 as=-
aigned the task of maintaining contact with the enemy to the
immediate front through the use of extensive patrol action. (12)

A=2, p. 49
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DISPOSITION AND PLANS OF THE 9TH DIVISION

The situation confronting the 8th Divisian on 13 Sep~
tember could hardly be considered as ravorable.- The divie
sion was dispoaqd along a front of approximataly eight miles,
this portion of the front being nearly half of the VII Corps
agsigned sector. (13) |

The 39th Infantry was located in the viecinity of EUPEN,
prepared to drive up the EUFENMONSCHAU ROAD. (14)(See Map C)

To the east of EUPEN end the 39th Infantry, the 47th
Infantry was poised for an sttempted maneuver, the objective
being the German éity of DUREN. (See Map C)

Meanwhile the lat Battalion of the 60th Infantry had been
ettached to Task Force Buchanan, éomposod of the lst Battallonm,
the 9th Reconnaissance Troop, Company B of the 746th Tank Bate
talion, one platoon of tank destroyers and the 60th Fleld Ar-
tlllery. The mission of this task force was to sdvance on |
CAMP ELSEHBORH, a former BELGIAN Army peost. The initial lo-
cation of this tesk force, following 1t!'s organization, was
southweat of EUFEN., (15) (See Map C)

To the northeast of Task Force Buchanan the 60th In-
fantry, less the lst Battalion, was walting for the order to
proceed towards MONSCHAU snd HOEFEN, (See Map C)

THE DIVISION SITUATION

~ Once again the 9th Division was in a position to attack
the German forces. There were a mumber of factors present at

this time, however, which would greatly influence the actlion

(15) A"g, P 48
(14) A&-1, p. 239
(15) A=3; A=1, p. 239




to follow, The most Important factor iaa the terfain which
faced the 9th Division., This alone was enough to discourage
even the most seasoned membera of the Division.

The SIEGFRIED LINE consisted for the most part, of a
zone of small concrete forta sited to support each other.

This zone reached 1t's maxl<wmm depth in partas of the SAAR
AREA, Here the distance from the anti~tank obataclesa on the
forward edge, to the rather scattered defensive works at the
rear edge, extended in depth up to a distance of three miles,
(16) |

This defensive line, overgrown by four to six years of
naturel growth, was in itself an indivldual problem, even
without considering the heavily foreated sreas which surround=-
ed 1t. (17)

Bolstered behind the SIEGFRIED LINE, elements of the Ger=
man LXXIV Corps faced the ©th Division. 4 shortage of enemy
reserves was shown by the fact that Panzer Troops had been
placed in the SIEGFRIED LINE as Infantry., In addition rear
area service troops were being given a short ?eriod of tralne
ing an& then were being put in fhe pillboxes of the LINE, (18)

By way of comparison the 9th Division was also having
1t's personnel problems. The crossing of the MEUSE RIVER,

5 September, had all but wiped out the £4 Battalion of the
60th Infantry. In addition the lst and‘zd Battalions were
down to sbout 40 percent of full strength. The two remaln=-
ing regiments, the 39th and 47th were also well below théir
normal compliments, This general conditlon of units being
understrength, existed even though replacements had béen ré=

(L6) A4=3
(17) A=3
(18) Aw3; A2, p. 51




celved in a fairly even flow since crossing the MEUSE RIVER,
(19)

A third factor which was to influence the morale of the
9th Division, es8 well as 1t's ability o overcome the enexy,
was the weather conditions. Intermittent rain on 13 September
developed into a drenching downpour during the following day,
As could be expected, unfavorable ground conditions were the
result of this inclement weather., (20)

A foﬁrth factor to be consldered, as second only to the
terrain, was supply. As the Corps of the Firsﬁ United States
Army drove through BELGIUM, the supply lines were extended
almost to the breeking point., (21} This overextension in
turn led to shortsges in all clesses of supply. The VII Corps
and in turn the 9th Divislion were to feel this shortege, with
special emphasis on Glaaaeé I, ITI1 end V¢ In one instance
just prior to 13 September, the 60th Infantry was forced to
attack without armor éupﬁbrt, due to a lack of gasoline, (282)
Sufficient ammunition for a major battle was not avallable and
the troops were supplementing thelr concentrated rations with
capﬁurad German Army rations. (23)

To sumarize briefly; the 9th Division as of 13 September
1944 could hardly be compared to the 9th Division that had
landed on the coast of FRANCE some three monthe earlier,
Shortages were prevelent in practically every category, to ine
¢lude personnel, gaasoline, swmunition and food, The immediate
terrain was unfavofabla for the attack, as the wooded areas

placed definite limitations on the use of armor. September

(19) 4«1, p, 230
(20) A=1, p. 240
(21) A=4, p. 10
(22) A-4¢, p. 10
(23) A=~€, p. 193




13th brough? rain snd the inevitable wmud which mekes the foot
soldler's life even more miserable.

On 13 September 1944, the 9th Dlivislon jumped off against
8 well fortified, determined enemy., October 27, 1944, was to
find the Divislon leaving the same area of the HURTGEN FOREST,

greatly reduced in strength and 1t's mission unaccomplished,

NARRATION

 THE PENETRATION (13-16 SEPTEMBER)

As the Germen 12th end 353d Divisions withdrew to the
German border, thelr tactice changed from delaying actions |
to a definite attempt to halt the advance of the onrushing
9th U. S. Dlvision. This stiffening resistance was evidenced
by the enemy's use of mines, demolitionse, infantry-tank teamé
and increased artillery fire, September 13th found the regl-
ments of the Division moving egainst thls stiffened resist-
snce., At 0830 hours the 39th Combat Team advanced with two
battallons abreast, to clear the EUFEN-MCKSCHAU ROAD. The
advance during the day was slow snd costly as each roed biock
wag well defended with boobytraps, mines and smsll arms fire,
4s a result the road was not cleared until after 1800 hours.
Clearance of the EUPEN-MONSCHAU ROAD, allowed the 38th to
move scross the Germen border into the city of ROTGEN, where
the unit in turn took up a defensive position. (24)

During this same pericd the 47th and 60th Combat Teanms
moved towards the Germsn border without making contact with o

the enemy, and by 1630 hours were closed into their respective

———

areas,
""--___-w
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During the day Task Force Buchsnan was sssembled at
EEEFAI, and after organization weas affected, the force re=-
con;oiterod to the south, cepturling SCURBRODT and advancing
to CAMP ELSENBORN, (25) (See Map C)

The unfavorable weather of the previocus day was to de-
velop into a downpour on 14 September, &s the regiments of
the Divlision prepared to continue their action agalnst the
eneny .

The 47th and 59th Combat Teems were coordinated for a
two pronged atteck, the final objective of thias attack being
DUREN, By overcomling light enemy resistance, the 47th Com-
bat Team was able to pass through ZWELFALL and ﬁo&a on to
VICHT. Here enemy resistance was encountered in the form
of occupled pillboxes. These positions proved to be encugh
to hold up the 47th until derkness mede maneuver practically
impossible. (26)

Meanwhile the 39th Combat Teem had moved northeast,
meeting little resistance during the morning. However dur-
ing the afternoon contact with the Germans was made and after
a minor action the unit moved to the area of LAMMERSDORF,

The 60th Combat Team and Taak Force Buehanan‘were not
to be 1dle during the day, As the &60th pressed forward toe
wards MONSCHAU, Task Force Buchsnan closed into CAMP ELSENe
BORN. (27) (See Map C)

As the dispositlons and 1ntantioﬁs of the German forces
beceame clear, the miszsion of the Sth Division was modified
sccordinglye. Although DUREN was only & dlatance of approx-
imately ten miles from the most advanced elements of the 9th
125] a-1, p. 242

(26) A-3
(27) A-1, p. 242
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Division, 1t beceme apparent that the lmmediste and most
difficult task would be the breaching of the SIEGFRIED LINE.
Consequently, this mission of breaching the SIEGFRIED LINE
was asslgned to the Division 15 September,

It should be noted that during the period 13~1l5 September,
and the period te follow, intelligence information played a
vital part in the plans and actions of the Division, Effecte
ive utilization was made of every possible source of infor-
mation concerniﬁg the enemy. Sources of information were
practically unlimited and from all indicstions the Division
G=2 was well qualified to tske advantage of this favorsble
sltuation. A8 a result, the G=2 was.éble to meke accurate
estimates of the enemy's capabllities, ihigh in turn pro-
vided the ﬁivisien commander with a sound basis for the ma-
jority of hls tactical decisions. (28)

September 15th was to show little indication of pro=-
gress,

The 39th Combat Team contlnued it's attack in the vi=-
cinity of LAMMERSDORF with slight success. An-envelopment
was attempted by the 2d Battalion of the 39th in order to
relleve the altuation, however.tha battalion was engaged by
heavy small armp and artillery fire and was fdrced to withes
drew, (29) |

Plans for 15 September for the 47th Combat Teem were
thrown off balance prior to the time of attack, which was
0830 houra. At 0630 hours an enemy foree of approximately
350 Germans, wandered into the positions of thé 34 Battalion,

Three hours later this enemy force withdrew, probably unawere

(28) A-1, D 242; A=3
(29) A-3
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that thls unintentional battle had coﬁpletely disrupted the
9th Division's coordinated plan of attack. (30) During
this perlod the 24 Battalion was defending it's area from a
determined German force of undetermined size. Following
these two engagements the 47th prepsred to outflank the Ger-
man village of VICHT and by nightfall of 15 September the
unit had advgnced five kilometers, penetrated a portion.or
the SIBGFRIED LINE end had captured four hundred priéonars.

During the day, good progress was made by the 60th Com-
bat Team until strong resistance was met at MUTZENICH. At
2100 hours a portion of the Combat Team wag disposed over
~the ROER at MONSCHAU. _

General Buchanan's Task Force, meanwhile remained at
CAMP ELSENBORN, maintaining contact with the 4th Cavalry
which was protecting the right flank of the VII Corps. (See
Hep C)

During the fourth day of action, 16 September, the 47th
Combat Team accomplished the lmmediate mission of the 9th
Division, by penetrating the secondary positions of the
SIEGFRIED LINE 3in the vicinity of SCEEVENHUBTTE. (31)

Little change took place during this day, in the posi-
tions of the 47th and 60th Combat Teams. Task-Force Buchanan
wea disolved at the close of the day's actlons and elements

of the force returned to their parent units. (32)(See Map C)

THE EREMY BUILD TP

Resistance all elong the 9th Division front was stiff=-

ening to e degreé where little 1f any progress was beiﬁg

{30) A=5, p. 6
{(31) A=3
(32) A=3
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made by the units of.the.ch Division. The Germans, well
dug in, and supported by effective high angle fire, were able
to realast even the most determined attack. The enemy's pre-
vious patrol action had ceased, This was interpreted by
division intelligence officers as an indication that the Ger-
man forces were reinforcing their positions‘for an all out
defense or perhaps even an attempt to restore their original
“line, This latter course of actlon was 1indicated during the
remalning days of September. The German forces employed
every means avallable to annlhilete the elements of the 9th
Division. The battle developed into a death atruggle, as

the Germans launched one attack after another. Relnforce-
ments were brought up by the enemy from every avallable source,
and although these soldlers were poorly trained, they 4id
serve the purpose of relieving the ae@sened troops for more
aggreasive action. (33)

Enemy pillboxes continued to be tensciously defended,
not only from within but ealso from fleld fortifications thrown
up in their immediate vicinity.

or particﬁlar interest wag a method adopted by the 15th
Engineer Battallon for the asssulting of pillboxes and con=
erete bunkers, The "assault teams" used for the attack of
fortified positions was found to be impracticsl, as far aa
the engineers were concerned. The normal_ten pqund pole
charges were found to be too light, when used against pille
boxes and bunkers of the SIEGFRiED LINE, In addition, flame-
throwers were found to be ineffective against these fortifi-

catione. (34) After a number of experiments had been made

(33) A=3
(34) Aa-3
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on captured plllboxes+and bunkers, it was found that the only
effective means of attack was downward through the top. For
this purpose enemy "beshive® charges were used to clean the
five foot leyer of soll covering the top of the plllbox or
bunker. fhan five or six consequtive charges, each consist-
ing of four "beehives" tied together were used to penetrate
the reinforced concrete roof for a depth of approximately |
two and one half feet., Following this a two hundred pound
charge of TNT was put in the hole made by the "beehives®™

and exploded. The concusslon caused by thls two hundred
pound charge was great enough to cause the enemy to surrender.
However, even with the fortificetion free of the enemy, there
was always thé possibllity of recccupation at a later date,
The solution to this problem waes found 1n.1mmediately welde
ing the steel doors shut or bulldozing dirt over the en-
trances. Follojing this tenative action the Engineers would
blow up the pillbox as soon as the taetical end supply situa-
tion would allow, . (35)

During the perlod 17-30 September, only one coordinated
action of Importance tock place, On 29 September the Divie
sion plan called for e highly coordinated attack southéeast |
towardgﬂg;qgggkmﬂ. The 47th Combat Team was the main element
of this attack;- The attack was to have prepared supportlng
and diverstonary fires in coordination with the bombing of
carefully selected targets by the IX Tactical Air Force,
Plans were formulated well in advance and were primarily
based on sir support. Time over targets for the alr element
wasg to be 6850 hours, however at 0738 hours the Division was
notified that the TOT had been changed to 0805 hours. This

136) A=3
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change in time schedule did not allow en adequate interval
for proper firing of the artillery deception plan or the
carrying out of the other phases of the attmck as scheduled,
Ab a result the deception plan was lnadequate, This attack
met with minor success, even though good results were reporte

ed as a result of the air mission. (36)

ENTERING TEE HURTGEN FOREST

October lst was to find the Divislon holding a line
from SCHEVENHUTTE in the nortb, through MAUSBACH to MONSCHAU

in the south, a distence of approximately twelve miles, (37)
(See Map C)

The 39th Infantry was engaged in the LAMMERSDORF aector,
The action during the day consisted primarily of maintsining
sontact with the enemy through patrol action and of reducing
‘three pillboxes during the day,

The 47th Infantry continued to hold its positlions along
the line, EﬁEﬂIRgELFSGHEVENHﬁETTE. Little or no action was
experienced du;ing the day. However, enemy artlllery fire
continued to harass movement of vehicles and troopa. It was
found at thls time and was confirmed later as the unitas of
the Division moved deeper into the heavily forested areas,
that ertillery "tree bursts™ took a heavy toll of life, In
moving situations 1t was discovered that it was not wise to
iie prone on the ground when caught under shell fire, where
a large percentage of the detonations were "tree burats®,

In most cases 1t was found that the meximum cover was afforde

ed by crouching sgeainst the base of a tree, with the tree

(36) A=-3
(37) A=3
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between the individual and the direction of bursts. (38)

Actlon within the 60th Infantry sector was slight and
consisted malnly of patrol action to determine the enemy's.
positions, Patrol action by any of the units during the
period in the HURTGEN FOREST proved to be extremely coatly,
This losa of lives was primarlly due to lack of aspecial-
1zed tralning which wduld qualify the individual soldier to
carry on effective patrol and combat action in heavily for-
ested areas, (39} '

The autivitie§ of the three Infantry Regiments was to
gshow little if any change on 2 October, This seeming in-
abllity to destroy the plillboxes of the SIEGFRIED LiﬁE,
obvioualy had to be overcome. To thls end the 60th Infantry
conducited tests to determlnse a atangard means of reduciﬁg
pillboxes and bunkera. After numerous methods were tried
the following method was adopted as the most efficlent. The
first step in the procedure was for a rifle platoon %o ap-
proach as near as possible to the pillbox without drawing
substantial small arms‘fire. ¥Next a tank deatroyer was
placed in poeition to fire on the pillbox. However, in many
cases, a tank or tank destroyer could nbt bo'amplpyed and 1#
such casea, either an sntl-tank gun or bazookas were used,
The third step was to amother the ares around the pillbox
with artillery and mortar fire, in order to neutrallze enemy
infantry which in most cases were found defending the pille
boxes from the ouﬁpide, within a radius of one hundred yards.
As the artillery and mgrtar fire was 11f;ed, the tenks, tank
destroyers or snti-tank guns and bsaszookas fired on the aper=-

tures and entrances of the pillbox. Mesnwhile the infentry

T38) A=3
(39) A=3
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closed in, delivering assault fire, supported by BAR's and
machine guns, This cpordinatad method of attack, proved
much more effective than attempts to flank this type of posi-
tion. (40)

On the following day, 3 October, the rellef of eldmenta
0f the 60th end 39th Infantry took place. These units were
relieved by.elemsnta of the 4th Cavalry Group. The objective
of this relief was to regroup the dlvision in preparatioh
for an attack on the SCHMIDT~STECKENDARN AREA. However,
following the relocation of the units, the attack was postw
poned by order of the Corp's Commander. This poatponement
wag found neceasary due %0 unfavorable weather conditions
which prohibited fighter-bomber support. (41)

A8 e result of the postponement, the combat elements of
the Division remalned in place 45 October, awalting favors
able weather and the zir support which was becoming a nec-
easary part of any major attack; N

Word was recelved on & October that prevalling weather
conditions would allow an air strike. The plan of atteck |
was for the 47th Infantry to remaln in it's present sector,
protecting the 9th Division's left flank, The remainipg
two regiments Jumped off in the attack at 1130 hours, follow=
ing a successful air strike and artillery prepafation. Pro=
gress was extremely slow and dlifficult in the initlal stages
or_the ettack, for the 39th and 60th Inrantry Regiment's were
now entering the HURTGEN FOREST. (42) The HURTGEN FOREST
covers an area of about fifty square miles #nd extends from

the vicinity of AACHEN in the north to MONSCHAU in the south

(40) A=3
(41) A=3
(42) A~3
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and to DUREN in the east. The HURTGEN is not & virgin fore
est, for as certain aress were cut down replanting waa done,
ds & result the trees varied from ten to one hundred feet
in height. Visibility within the forest was not good, even
at 1200 hours whan the sun would be directly overhead., At
night visibility was practiecally nonexistant. The distance
between trees varied from srea to ares, however within these
areas, tanks could not operate due to the lack of trails

and breaks within the growth. IThsre were some fire bresaks
which would allow ;anks.to move forward but these breaks
would not allow lateral movement. Asla result, once a tank
started moving forward, it would be canalized and in turn
would be an easy target for enemy anti-tank weapons, (43)

The foot soldier also found the going tough, for in
many instances opposing forces would come within fifty yards
of each othqr before either could discern a target at whi;h
to shoot, The ever present pillbox once again proved to be
tha'prino factor in delaying the advance. Durlng thia atteck
156 nm self-propelled guns were employed againat the pillboxes
and bunkers, This means of attack provéd to be successful
in locatlons that allowed adequate maneuver space and a quick
means of withdrawal, In many instances however, the direct
fire of the 155 mm self-propelled guns dld not serlously
affect the fortifications, due to their excellent construct-
ion, 8ome plllboxes were circular in nature, constructed
" of steel and concrete. The steel would vary in thickness
from eight to ten inches and in sdditlion be covered with a
layer of concrete up to a foot thicke. Other plllboxes were
| round to be constructed of concrete raﬁging from eight to

T4%) &A<3
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ten feet in thickness, Dilirect fire on the spertures in
pillbﬁxes was limitsa, due to mounds_of dirt placed so as

to mask the openings, In most instances these mounds cuﬁsed
the 155 »m rounds to ricochet. (44)

Very little ground was gained by the forward units of
the Division on 6 October, The enemy seemed to have the un-
beatsble combination of = well prepsred defense, coupled
with'anti-persohnel mines, snti-tank mines, wiré.entangle-
ments and effective artillery fire,

During the period 6.9 October the bivision front was
to be pushed forward for short geins and then in turn pushed
back by the enemy. Plllboxes, when captured by units of the
9th Division, were now blown up wlthout delsy, for if they
were left in place & counterattack would mske them avallable
for the enemy o use once again, 7 '

In the GERMETER AREA, the 39th Imfantry received sn
attack during the early morning hours of 10 October. Cas-
ualties smounted to two platoons, and the delay of a sched-
uled attack for 0800 hours. However, the attack was under-
way by 0900 hours, end nightfall found elements of the 39th
across the GERMETER-HURTGEN ROAD, engeged in house to house
fighting., (45) o |

The 'eom Infantry, preceded by a heavy moving artillery
.preparation, bypassed a pillbox whlch had been holding up

During this same day, 10 October, the 47th Infantry,
while holding it's.defensive positions, delivered a diver-
sionary attack with one compsny., The object of this attack

(44) A3
(45) A3
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was to contain the enemy while the 60th and 39th Regiments
made the main effort. (46) (See Map C)

The crossing of the GMTER-HUBTGEN ROAD had one dis-
tinet advantage, for the terrain allowed the use of tanks *
and self=propelled guns‘to some degrese,

Previous to thia time, the use of these weapons had
been practically lmpossible due to 1nadequa§e space for
movement and the canalized routes of approach. : %

The advantage of tanks and self~propelled guns was %o |
" Dbe only momentary, for the 39th lost three tanks on 11
October. »This loss was due once again to the factors men-
tloned previously, namely lack of space for flre and movement,

The 60th Infgntry employed four tanks during the day's
action, but fared little better than the 39th, as three of
the four tanka became mired down early in the dayQ As a
result the infantry was ablé to meke but little progress
agalnat the enemy's overwhelming volume of fire., (47)
| Enemy ertillery and mortar fire effectively held up
the advance of the 47th on 1l October, Thls high angle
fire proved to be .extremely effective due to the large per-=
centage of tree bursts, The enémw was well dug imn with
overhead cover, while the attacker was forced to move out
of hils cbvereﬂ position in order to move forward. The net
result was that the attacker suffered casualties not only
from the enemy's high angle fire weapons, but from his own
as well, (48) (See Map C)

The resumption of the attack by the Egth'lnfantry Regl=

ment was suspended 12 October, because of a heavy attack by A
T46) A=3 — T
(47) A3

(48) A=3
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the enemy in battalion strength. This attack penetrated
the front line positiona of the regiment and threatened to \\ \

C R

extend into it's rear area. Reinforcements arrived in ﬁho\3 ff !
. ) . S i
59th Infantry's aresa in the late aftermoon and with this ,\QE (A
s‘:“’\‘

additional strength the unit was able to partially restore

N

it's positions,

A planned attack for the 60th was unable to préceed
beyond the MLR during this day's action,

The 47th, meenwhile, was meeting with little success
in 1t's own sector. (49) (See Map C)

On 13 October the 39th Infentry undertook to restore
itts lines of the previous day. This move was met by de-
termined enemy reslatance, in the form of flanking counterw
attacka, hotevef, by 1715 hours the 39th's asctlons succeeded
in closing the gaps 1in the line,

The 47th Infantry continued to hold it's defenslve
positions on the Division's left flank. |

 Moanwhile, the 60th Infantry attack towards the south,
against thé usual concentrated amall arms and artillery fire,
and once again only small gains were realized. (50)

It may be aald that the only favorable result of opera-
tions during the period le-l4 October wag the number of pri-
soners captured.

On 14 October the 60th Infantry captured 209 of the
enemy, oven though the ground gasined could be measured in
hundreds of yerds. The msin reason for thls comparatively

large number of prisoners was the fact that when a pillbox

was captured the enemy were usually alive. In additionm,

(49) A=3
(60) &A=3




enemy commanders were determined to hold their troops in
the SIEGFRIED LINE positiona.' Thlis was evidenced by in-
formation from prisoners of war, to the effeot that areas
iymediately in rear of the front line of fortificatlons
were oxtensively mlned. This precautlon forced the enemy
front line troops to stay in their posltions, In addition,
a series of outposts, manned by reliable non~commissioned
offlcers, were set up, with orders to shoot any men who did
not have proper authorization to be absent from their posi=
tions. (513 |

Actlion within the 32th's sector, 14 October, consisted
mainly of repulsing an attack in the morning snd following
up with a counterattack during the aftsrnoon,_to restore
the ﬁnit's positions.

On 15 October the 39th and 47th Regiments consolidated
- thelr respective defensive positiona and maintained contact
with the enemy through light patrol sction.

The 60th Infantry, with a company of medium tanks at-

tached, moved into the attack at 0730 hours. This attack
made good progress in advancing against strong pointa and
" enemy plllboxes. The tank's additional fire power and ef=
fective protection against small arms fire, proved enough
to swing the engagement slightly in favor of the attacker,
During the course of the day's action seventy-nine priaonera
were teken. (52)

Once again on 16 October this seme combination of the
infantry and tenks proved to be effective for the 60th Ine
fantry Regiment, The attack wes delivered ét 0930 hours

(61) A=3
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with the mission of reducing plllboxes and other enemy posi-
tionas. This misaion.waa ﬁell accompllshed in the early
stages of the attack, howevér, later in the day, the den-
sity of the forest 1imited maneuver apaca.and a3 a result
the infantry units were forced to halt,

The 47th and 39th Infantry Reglments remsined in place
during the day, improving their defensive positions and
sending out patrols to the front end flenks., (53)

DEFENSE AND RELIEF

Durlng the period 17«24 Ocﬁober the 9th Division was
given a defensive mission, pending rellef by the 28th Divi-
slon. During this perlod there was little enemy action,
what there was, consisted mainly of patrol sctions and hare
sssing artillery fire, The elements of the 9th Division im=
proved thelr posltions by increased use of wire entanglements,
road blocks end mines. In addition patrol action probed at
the enemy's lines to determine his main positions.' (64)

On 25 October, units of the 28th Division begasn to ar-
rive in the 9th Division's sector, to affect the relief, By
nightfell of 27 October the majority of units of the 9th Divi-
slon hed closed in on CAMP ELSENBORN for a period of tralning

and e well earned rest. (55)

ALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. SUPPLY

Criticel shortages in gasoline, ammnition and rations,

(63) a3
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definitely limited the ability of the 8th Division to conQ
tinue it's pressure on the enemy after orossing the‘HEUBE
RIVER. It 1s felt that if adequate supplies hgd been a=-
vallable following the crossing of the MEUSE RIVER, the
9th Dlvision might have been able to maintaln it's forward
momsntum.' However, the temporary lull in the attack which
did occur, allowed enough time for the retreating Germans
to orgenize and effectively defend the SIEGFRIED LIKE.

2. TACTICS
as INFANTRY

During the period that the 9th Division was engaged
in the HURTCEN FOREST and adjoining aresa, it seems evident
that too many plece meal attaek;lwere made, Time and egain
all three combat tesams were committed at the same time on
an extended front, Thls means of employment met with litile
success, It 1s felt that had a concentrated effort been
made to bresk completely through the SIEGFRIED LIKE in one
location and in turn had this breskthrough been exploited
with all possible speed, the enemy would have been forced
to shift his limited forces. This shift in turn would heve

weakened a major portion of the defense system,
b. ARTILILERY

When [ighting in dense woods it 1s extremely difficult
to adjust artillery fire, inasmuch as 1t 1s almost impossi-
ble to locate the strike of high exploalve or smoke shells,
Therefore férward observers should call for fire 300 to 400

yards beyond the target and then adjust by pulling in the

24




rounds by the creeping method,
¢. ARMORED

The tank to be employed etfectively mst have adequate
space to move in any direction. The use of tinks in hesvily
forested areas 13 extremely limited and if they are to be
used, at least one rapid route of withdrswal mist be plan=-
ned for.  During the éth Division's period in the HURTGﬁH
FOREST it was found that the infantry-tank team wes able
to make favorable gains in areas where the infantry alone
could do little. |

3« TRAINING

It 13 felt that the individual soldier and units des-
tined to fight in woods be given previocus training in this
type of fighting. Woods fighting is radically different
from ordinery operations and & knowledge of it's basic re-

quirements wiil save lives and insure success,
4, AIR SUPPORT

Close coordination im the planning end execution phases
of the air-ground operation is a prime requirement. Infor-
mation concerning changes in plans by the éupporting alr
units must be disseminasted as rapidly ss communications will

permit.
LESSONS

1. lﬂoquato supply 18 a prime requisite for say tac-
ST Tl oo LA A WO T RGNS 50

tical operation,
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2, &e¢ When the defender has the sdvantage of a well

built and planned defenlive structure, the attacker must
Rlate ““-W'Jc"\'"‘“ﬂmmm“m or g4

concentrate his efrorta and not resort to 1nerfeotiva piece

R P S MmN SN PR b o, K S T e

meal attacks.
L R —— T o

Captured snemy pillboxes shauld be destroyad as

soon. af ter capture as pessible;.uihis willvdony TS KT .t
" meww Qe ]
the onemy ln case of recapture.

b. During operations in the HURPGEN FOREST, it was
found that the creeping method of adjusting artillery fire
was the most accurate and effective,

Self-propelled 1556 mm guns are not effective, as
a ruia, when fired on well constructed fortifications such as
those found in the SIEGFRIED LINE,

" ¢s The basic characteristics of tanks limit their
of tan i .g\,wﬁ*ed

effective use in heavily wooded sreas,

e R 1 AT R A g £ i

Wﬁo the terrain allows the effective unse of ammor,

- e PR

the infantry-tank tesm is one of the best combinatians to use

b T— s o e IR e BRI SRR e A 7y i T e

in the assault of fortified pesitions.
T aﬂEﬁ“ﬁﬁgh émpfoyeg 1n conjunction with infentry

"Wm
tend to have a ravorable efrect on the morale of the indivia-
i L i B I 0

ual foot soldier,
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3. Specialized training sheuld be given to individusls

R LRI i W R 8T et Bt g o R S e B
and units destined to fight 1n wooded aresas,
B e g

When the cambat efficliency of a unlt ia low, the
correction 1s not replacements alone, but replecementz and
retraining.

4. Alr-ground oporaﬁions must be closely coordlnated

in &1l phases,
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